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-MINERAL-AND FOSSIL-COLLECTING LOCALITIES 
IN VIRGINIA 

Palmer C. 

This article presem the most recent information 
avaiible on mineral and fossil localities that are 
operated on a fee basis for people who are interested 

"in collecting in Virginia (Figure I). All the listed 
localities were open and the information was correct 
as of autumn 1973. However, as time elapses. owner- 
ship and fees for .collecting may change and some 
. localiies may be closed to collectors. Some of these 

sites have been operated commercially as mines. but 
today all the listed localities are operated only as col- 
lecting sites. For additional information on the locali- 
ties. the individual operator shouid be contacted. The 
listing of localities mentioned in this report as eollect- 
ing sites does not give one permission to enter and 
colIect without the permission of the owner. It should 
be stressed that before attempting to collect any 
material on private property, an individual should 
make himself known to the o m e r  and obtain permis- 
sion. Entering private property without permission 
violates ~respass laws an@ is punishable under law. 
The location of the m e &  -house or place of business 
$ shown on the topographic-map poitiom (Agures 
2-1 11. 

Directions to the Imfities m& be easier to follow 
. with the ofticial State Highway Map as well as in- 

dividual county road maps, both of which are available 
From the Department of Highways. 1221 East Broad 
Street. Richmond. Virginia. Topographic maps are 
available from the Virginia Division of Mineral Re- 

. sources. Box 3667, Charlottemille, Virginia and from 

Kenneth E. Rice Memorial Museum and Fossil Pit. 
-This pit is located in' the City of Hampton. 235 
miles southeast of LangIey Aii Force Base. ofT the 
west side of Harris Creek Road approximately 0.25 
mile by mad north of its intersection with Fox Hill 
Road in the Hampton. Virginia 7.5-minute quadrangle. 
It is operated by Mr. and Mrs. W. Macon Rice of 
Hampton. Virginia (Figure 2). 

An admission fee of 50.75 per hour is charged for 
collectors to go into the fossil pit; group rates are 
available. Rate for school children are $0.50 per per- 
son per day. Pit and museum are open from 9:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. on and from 2:00 to 6:00 
p.m. on ~unda~s,?he pit contains the fossils of many 
Miocene species. Specimens that have been found in 
the silt and sand include many species of mollusks. 
entire skeletal remains of whales. teeth of sharks and 
porpoises, and worm tubes. 
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the Distribution Section a f ~ h e  U. S. &logical Sur- Figure 1, Index map showing mineral- and fossil- 
vey, lX)(3 South Eads Street. Arlington, Virginia. collecfing focaiities in Virginia, 
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Figure 2. Portion of the topogmphie map of the 
Harnpton 7.5-minute quadrangle; arrow is pointed 
toward the residence of the apemdor,of Kennefh E. 
Rice Memorial Museum and Fossil Pit: scale 
1 :24,000 (1 inch equals 2000 feet). 

Zook's pit.-This pit is located f .l miles west of 
Yorktm.  Ymk County, about 0.1 mile off the north- 
west side of State Highway 238 approximately 0.2 mile 
by road northeast of its intersection with State Road 
638 in the Yorktmn, Virginia 7.5-minute quadrangle. 

It is operated by 0. D. Zook of Yorktown. Virginia 
(Figure 3). 

An admission charge of $6.50 per perso3, any day 
of the week, is charged to collect fossils of Miocene 
species that are presewed in the Yorktown Formation. 
School groups are allowed to enter and collect fossils, 
if accompanied by a supwvisor. Specimens of brachio- 
pods, bryomans, gastropods. pelecypods, and ather 
fossils have been found in the pit. 

Hum3 mica mine-This site is located 1.95 miles 
south of HewIett, Hanover County, about 1.15 miles 
off the north side of State Road 738 approximately 
1.5 miles by road east of its intersection with State 
Road 601 in the Hewlett, Virginia 7.5-minute quad- 
rangle. It is operated by 0. W. Harris of Beaverdam, 
Virginia (FigOre 41. 

The p m n t  collecting area is the she of the dumps 
and workings of the abandoned Saanders No. 1 and 
2 mica rnina. The deposits, located on a series of 
granitic pegmatits and fonnerfy operated by Ban, 
Johnson and Company of Erie, Pennsylvania, yielded 
more than 60,000 pounds of mica from 1867 to 1870. 
Some additional work was done in 1883, in 1907, and 
by the Virginia Manganese Corporation of Richmond 
in 1943. 

An admission fee of $1.00 per person. any day of 
the week. is charged to look for orthoclase moonstone 
and kyanite crystals in the creek and on the adjacent 

Figure 3. portion of the topographic map of the Yorktown 7.5-minute quadrangle; arrow Fs pointed toward 
the residence of the operator of Z o ~ k ' s  pit: scale 1 :24,000 (1 inch equals 2000 feet). 
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figure 4. Portion of the topographic map of the 
Hewlet? 7.5-minute qu~drongle: arrow is pointed 
toward the residence of the opemtor of the Harris 
mica mine; scale T:24,000 (1 inch equals 2000 
feet) . 

hillside. The angular fragments of moonstone, which 
hare a weak to fairly strong and attractive silvery 
adulatexence and a high degree of translucency, 
usually occur in the gravels in the mek. T h e  moon- 
stone probably weathered from the dark grayish-green 
gneiss which is crossed by the creek. Muscovite. some 
oligmlase, and small alrnandine garnets may be found 
in the mine dump. 

More$eld mine.-This site is l w t e d  3.8 miles east 
of Amelia Court House, Amelia County, about 0.4 mile 
off the northeast side of State Road 628 approximately 
1.0 mile by road southeast of its intersection with U. 5. 
Highway 360 in the Amelia Court House, Virginia 7.5- 

' minute quadrangle, It is operated by D. R. Boyles of 
t AmeIia Court House, Virginia (Egure S). 

T h e  pegmatite mine was first worked commercially 
about 1929 and in following.yeats for such minerals 

Figure 5. Portion of the topographic map of the 
Amelia Court House 7.5-minute quadrangle; arrow 
is  poinfed toward the residence of the operator of 
the Morefield and the beryl mines: scale 1 :24,000 
( I  inch equals 2000 feet). 

as mica. feldspar, gem amazonstone (micracline). 
beryl. phenacite, and minerals of the tantalite-coEurn- 
bite seris. Commerical mining operations ceased in 
1948. 

An admission fee of h 00 per person per day, any 
day of the week, is charged to look through the num- 
erous pits. cuts. and dumps on the "old Morefield 
property." Other than the minerals previously listed. 
those commonly found in the dumps indude the 
feldspar albite (clwelandite), topaz, spessartite garnet. 
and quartz. Masses of glassy quartz are present with 
partly kaolinized albite. petthite, muscovite. and bio- 
tite. Glass 11935) lists the following minerals from the 
complex part of the dike: beryl. cassiterite. colunibite. 
fluorite. galena, rnanganotantafite, micmlite, mom- 
zite, phenacite, pyrolusite, spessattite garnet. topaz, 
tourmaline, ttiplite. zinnwaldite, and zircon. Lem ke, 
Jahns and Griflitts 11952) have identified allanite, 
almandite-spessartite, apatite. berkraadite. chalcopy- 
rite, pyrite, and rutile. 
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B e ~ l  mine.-This site is located 5.8 miles east of 
Amelia Court House, Amelia Coont): ofF the south- 
west side of State Road 628 approximateIy 1.65 miles 
by road southeast of its intersection with U. S. High- 
way 3M in the Amelia Court House. Virginia 7.5-min- 
ute quadrangle. It is operated by D. R. Boyles of 
Amelia Court House. Virginia Figure 5). 

An admission fee of 92.00 per person per day, m y  
day of the week, is charged to collect from the Dobbin 
(Thraves) prospect, which was last worked by the Sea- 
board and Southern Materials Company prior to 
World War IT. The kaolinud pegmatite contains 
quartz and white to pale greenish-blue to clear beryl 
crystals. Rum-colored to clear mica is also present in 
the pit. which is about 50 feet long. 

Ru~herjbrd mine.-T%is site is located 0.95 mile 
north of Amelia Court House. Amelia County. about 
0.6 mile off the west-southwest side of State R o d  609 
approximately 0.3 mile by road north of its intersection 
with the U. S .  Highway 360 By-pass in the Amelia 
Court House. Virginia 7.5-minute quadrangle. It is 
operated by Crawford Keener of Amelia Court House, 
Virginia lElgure 6).  

The pegmatite has been worked for mica and rare 
and unusual minerals, especially amazonstone. a 

bluish-green variety of microcline (potash feldspar), 
Eatliest recordd mining was for mica in 1873. From 
19 12 to 1 932, t 5 tons of gem. amazonstone were mined 
by the American Gem and Pearl Company of New 
York. Commerical opemtions ceased in late 1959. when 
the deposit was again being worked for mica 

An admission fee of $1.60 per person per day, any 
day af the week, with the same rate for individuals in 
school groups. is charged to look through the large 
dump piles that have recentiy (June 1973) been turned 
over and to ceoIlect from several cuts and pits on the 
Rutherford property. The previously mentioned miner- 
als and clevelandite, a pIaty variety of albite {plagio- 
clase feldspar), are commonly found. Glass (1935) 
identified albite, ailanite, almandite, apatite. bertran- 
dite, beryl. calcite. cassiterite, serussite, chalcopy- 
rite, coIumbite, fergusonite, fluorite, galena, helvite, 
manganotantaiite, rn icrucline, rnicrolite, monazite, 
muscovite. phenacite, pyrite, quartz, spessartite, topaz. 
tourmaline, and zircon. 

Truehem mine.-This site, which is owned by Mrs. 
B. M. Trueheart, is located 2.2 mila north-northwest 
of Amelia Court House, Amelia County, about 0.1 mile 
off the east side of State Road 681 approximately 2.05 
miles by road north of its intersection with the U. S. 
Highway 360 By-pass in the Amelia Court House, 
Virginia '1.5-minute quadrangle. It is operated by W. 
W. McMOlion of Amelia Court House, Virginia 
(Figure 6) .  

An admission fee of $1,00 per person, any day of 
the week, is charged to look for clear to smoky quartz, 
black tourmaline crystals, tiny golden and aquamarine 
beryl crystals and srnaI1 mica books. These minerals 
can usualIy be found in the dumps and in the shallow 
pits cut into a pegmatite b d y  that has a Iarge quartz 
core and a thin feldspathic wall zone. 

Ligon Number I mine.-This site is Ideated 5.7 
miles north of Chula, Amelia County, about 0.2 mile 
off the west side of State Road 651 approximately 1.0 
mile by road north-northeast of its intersection with 
State Road 692 in the Chula. Virginia 7.5-minute quad- 
rangle. It i s  operated by Kenneth HoIley-of Amelia 
Court House. Virginia (Figure 7). 
The four sites were first a p e d  in pegmatite about 

1923, but mining was discontinued in 1928; same pro- 
s w i n g  took place in 1944. The mines were worked for 
muscovite; some feldspar, quartz, and Iarge beryl 
crystals were also recovered. 

The site is c iped  on Sunday: L e v e r ,  during all 
other days an admission f& of S2.00 per persm, with - - 

Figure 6. Portion of the topograpMc map of the no charge for 'smal! children, is charged to fmk for 
- Amelia Ccurf House 7.5-minute quadrangle; arrow clear to rum-colored, small, flat 'mica books, some of * is pointed toward the residences of the operators which ate soft. clay-stained. and fractured: clear and 

of the Rutherford and the Truehedrt mines; scale rose qua&; pale teryl crystals; tourmaline; and var- 
1 :24,000 (1 inch equals 2000 feet). ious feldspars, T h e  cut in the quartz and kaolinized- 



Figure 7. Portion oli she tapogmphic map af the 
Chula 7.5-mlnuts qwudrongle: arrow is pointed 
toward the residence of the operator of the Ugcn; 
Number 1 mine: scale 1 :24.000 ( 1  inch equals 2000 
feel). 

licld~prr pqmatitc is ahoat .IS fcd  inn^ and I5 trr 20 
t i i t  wide. 

! t t r t~f i i ! l i l l~  jln~sp'rf.-'fii~ silt is  hra tcd nndhwcst 
a i  F r ~ k  Uninn. Fh~vnnnn Counly, in the Rlmyra. Vit- 
ginin 7.5-rninutc qaadranglc. It is cbpcrnted hy F. C. 
l,and- trT Fnrk Union, Virginia. and can he visitcd 
orrly with Mr. Lantics' pcrnlirsinn and in his company: 
tlrc fcc For cn'ilcrting swirncns ir paid at the Dixie 
Rwk and Mircral Shop, Dixic. Virginia. 

In i9SR. Dr. J. T. Clcvclantl prospmcd liw man- 
Ranme i n  thc rk~innicc-qurnz win  a[ this Iwality: 
111cre is na record any prtniactinn. Smith. Mifici. 
ant! Grccnhcrg 119h4) rcpm Ihc n~incrals at the site 

State Road 688 in the Rice. Virginia 7.5-minute quad- 
rangle. It is operated by George R. Smith. Sr. nF Rice. 
Virginia (Rgute 8). 

An admission fee of $2.00 per person per day. any 
day of the week. is  charged to look for crystals that 
range from cleat quartz to deep purple amethyst. 
These crystals were probably in a quartz lens in p n i -  
tic rocks and may now be found in 3 recently d i s k 4  
field in brownish-yellow, sandy residuum owr the 
ignmus rocks. 

A?nr#rh.wr sir@=-This site is  located 4.35 milcx snulh- 
east oT Amhcrst, A m h e ~ t  County. about 1.0 mile at1 
the south side of State R d  659 approximately I.! 
miles by mad east of its intersection with Statc Rod 
$04 in the Amherst, Virginia 7.5-minute quadrangle. 
I t  is qxrated  by Mrs. Charles R. Schaar or Amhcrst. 
Virginia (Figure 9). 

An admission Fee OF S2.OO per persrm pet day. any 
day of the week, is charged. Clear quarlz and purplc 
amethyst crystars occur in a large bulldored cut and 
in large piles of red to reddish-brown residual days 
derived fmm underlyinggranites. 

Figure 8. Portion of the topqmphk m p  of the 
Rke 7.5-minuls quadrangle: arrow Is poinfed 
toward the residenc~r of the opemtor of h e  erne- 
thyst lield; scale 1 :24.000 (1 inch quais  2000 feet). 

incltrdc rhtdonife. pyrnlu~itc in atassive quartz. jaqwr, 
spc~r~tarize. chlaritc. act inolite. magnetite. gtwthite. CJtcxtrirrr RirfRr quartz-crystul Itxa1itv.-This site 
and hematite. is locnttd 5.7 miles north of Panther Gap, Bath 

A111~1Iiy~t~~ic-ht!.-ThirsitcisIrltatcd2,7miicrno~h- County.nntheeartcrnslapeofthenortheastemedge 
mrihcast of Rice. Prince Erlwnd Cuunty. nbnut 0.35 aF Chestnut Ridge. abwt 0.35 mile off  the northwest 
nlilu ot'f thc cast ~ i R e  nT State Road h19 npprcrximately ride d' State Road 640 approximately 2.5 miles by 
0.h mik by road nmthcnst at' i ts  intenection with nmd snuth of its intersection with State Road 629 in 
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Figure 9. Portion ot the topographic map of the 
Amherst 7.5-minute quadrangle: arrow is pointed 
toward tfm residence of the operator of  the ame- 
thyst site:~scals 1 :94.OOU (1 inch equols 2000 feet). 

thc Grccn Valley. Virginia 7.5-n~inutc quadrangle. I t  
is  ttpcmted by C. A. h n  of Mil lbcm. Virginia (Fig- 
!In! 10). 

An ndniiss'mn Tcc nf S O . 9  is char* pcr pcmrn pcr 
drv, any dny o f  the rcck. to collcct clcnr to sn~oky 
qrrnrtx crystals that arc i n  clusters i n  crvilics and along 
rrwturcs in highly imn-oxiclc-stain4 sncl hmkcn snncl- 
qtttnc. Inclusions [individual and tsVinnnl crystald in 
thc quartz crystah have k c n  idcnlif ird at tlrc Snritli- 
umbn Institttticm rs sphaleritc ("nrhy zinc" vnricty). 
Stwnc quartz crystals arc coatcd \villi n ycllori+ih- 
hnrwn. kt!. or hlack imn-oxide cntrt. ~ r y s t i l s  fotlntl Figure 10. Portion of the  topographic map of the 
hy thc :it~thtrr werc as niuch as 7 mm i n  t l ia~nctcr and Green Valley 7. Iminute quodrongle: arrow is 
aLtntt IS mni in Icngth: most of tlic small crysti~ls ( I  pointed toward the residence of the operator of  
nrn~ i n  Icnpth) fendcxl to hc pcrfcctly (imni~l. the Chestnut Ridge quartztrystal  locality; scale 

1 :24,000 (1 inch equals 2000 fmt). 
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